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always have been derived from a previous authority in
figures. Meantime, simply as a blunder in accurate
scholarship, I should think it unfair to have pressed it. But
it is in the light of an evidence against Middleton's good
sense and thoughtfulness that I regard it as capital. The
man who could believe that a sum not far from a million
sterling had arisen in the course of twelve months from a
province sown chiefly with paving-stones, as a little bagatelle
of office, a pot-de-vin, mere customary fees, payable to the dis-
cretional appropriation of one who held the most fleeting
relation to the province, is not entitled to an opinion upon
any question of doubtful tenor. Had this been the scale of
regular profits upon a poor province, why should any Yerres
create risk for himself by an arbitrary scale '<?

In cases, therefore, where the merit turns upon money,
unavoidably the ultimate question will turn upon the
amount. And the very terms of the transaction, as they are
reported by Cicero, indicating that the sum was entirely at
his own disposal, argue its trivial value. Another argument
implies the same construction. Former magistrates, most of
whom took such offices with an express view to the creation
of a fortune by embezzlement and by bribes, had established
the precedent of relinquishing this surplus to their official
" family." This fact of itself shows that the amount must
have been uniformly trifling : being at all subject to fluctua-
tions in the amount, most certainly it would have been made
to depend for its appropriation upon the separate merits of
each annual case as it came to be known. In this particular
case Cicero's suite grumbled a little at his decision : he ordered
that the money should be carried to the credit of the public.
But, had a sum so vast as Middleton's been at his disposal in
mere perquisites, proh deum atque hominum fidem! the
honourable gentlemen of the suite would have taken un-
pleasant liberties with the proconsular throat. They would
have been entitled to divide on the average forty thousand
pounds a-man ; and they would have married into senatorian
houses. Because a score or so of monstrous fortunes existed
in Rome, we must not forget that in any age of the Republic
a sum of twenty-five thousand pounds would have constituted
a most respectable fortune for a man not embarked upon a
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